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Cafe Diem is a classic American coffeehouse dedicated 

to promoting local artists, writers, and musicians. Come check out 

our short story fiction book, featuring writers from our annual con-

test, local art on the walls and local musicians on the weekends. We 

proudly support Ankeny Community Theater.  
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ACT's 2008-2009 Season 
 

Hankerin' Hillbillies  
September 5 -21 

 
Jekyll and Hyde 

Adapted by Leonard H. Caddy 
October 17 - November 2 

 
A Christmas Carol 

Adapted by John Mortimer 
December 5 - 21 

Audition Dates - September 29 & 30 
 

The Sensuous Senator 
Michael Parker 

January 23 - February 8 
Auditions Dates - December 7 & 8 

 
Love Letters 
A. R. Gurney 

February 13 - 15 
 

Fools 
Neil Simon 

April 17 - May 3 
Audition Dates - February 7 & 8 



MUSICAL NUMBERS  
 

ACT ONE  
Hankerinõ Hillbillies ð Prologue            Ensemble 
Any Olõ Manõll Do           Freida, Betty, Liza, Maggie 
Tharõs a Guvõmint Man in the Holler   Rosemary, Parsley, Ma,  
        Charlie, Cyrus, Chorus 
I am the Second Assistant       Marcus 
I am the Second Assistant ð Reprise      Marcus 
I am the Second Assistant ð Reprise      Marcus 
The Hooten Holler Caller              Saralee, Marcus, Ma, Pa, 
       Hereford Gals, Chorus 
Magic Potion                   Black Widder Perkins 
        Maisey, Charlie 
Men!            Instrumental 
I am the Second Assistant ð Reprise              Marcus, Chorus 
 

ACT TWO 
Entrõacte ð Magic Potion         Instrumental 
Sheõs Got Waaayyys!          Charlie, Freida, Betty, Liza, 
             Maggie, Zeke, Luke, 
        Herefords, Guernseys, 
                Ensemble 
Ye Cainõt Fight Love             Pa, Charlie 
Fer True anõ Fer Shore      Charlie, Marcus 
Hankerinõ Hillbillies ð Epilogue            Ensemble 

 

Time:  Present day. 
Place:  The living room of a mountain cabin belonging to the Herefords, 
somewhere in the Ozarks 
 

ACT ONE  
Scene One:  Afternoon at the Hereford house 
Scene Two:  Two hours later 
Scene Three:  The next day, afternoon 
 

15 Minute Intermission 
 

ACT TWO 
Scene One:  Same afternoon, one minute later 
Scene Two:  The next afternoon 



CAST 
(In Order of Appearance) 

 

Ma Hereford          Joyce Allen 
Freida Hereford      Emily Polson 
Betty Hereford        Hayley Blok 
Liza Hereford          Lauren Ceplecha 
Pa Hereford        Monte Engh 
Charlie Hereford              Shelly Saforek 
Rosemary Bickle        Katelyn McDevitt 
Parsley Bickle                Casey Reppe 
Silent Cyrus Hereford            Troy DeStigter 
Dandelion Blatch      Dawn Hockemeyer 
Marcus Slidell, Guv'mint Man             Scott Nielsen 
Saralee Poke                   Anne Claes 
Black Widder Perkins           Kathryn Bisbey 
Maisey Hagan, Daughter of  Black Widder       Emmi Primrose 
Jeanie Guernsey             Gillian Randall 
Pug Guernsey             Darby Rourick 
Rosie Guernsey            Gabby Helmbrecht 
Guv'mint Man Matt              Ethan Polson 
Guv'mint Man Alvin               Brad DePrez 
Guv'mint Man Steve            Ray Danielson 
Zeke Guernsey                     Bud Pratt 
Luke Guernsey             Larry Johnson 
Chief  Slattery              Jeanne Ginger 

 

Hankerin' Hillbillies Ensemble/Jug Band  

Sophie Burke 
Katherine Claes 
Elizabeth Eason 
Jennifer Eason 

Ryan Faux 

Katelyn Hockemeyer 
Jeff  Hyler 

Breeanna Lindgren 
Carson Merical 

Kennedy Merical 

Deven Nielsen 
Julia Polson 

Megan Primrose 



PRODUCTION TEAM  
 

Director              Harold Mosier 

Musical Director               Jo Reid 

Producer            Grace Leverenz 

Accompanist              Betty Babcock 

Stage Manager       Shelley Blok 

Backstage Crew        Parent Volunteers 

Tech Lead         Polly Taylor 

Sound          Polly Taylor 

Lights         Tim Klingensmith 

Set Construction         Richard Wilson, Jerry Reid & 

           Levi Kralik 

House Manager           Jerry Reid 

Refreshments     Bev Heldt, ACT Board & 

            volunteers 

Playbill/Photographer          Lynn Arterburn 

Marketing           Dawn Hockemeyer &  

             Lynn Arterburn 
 

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT  
The cast and crew would like to thank the following individuals for helping 

us out with the production of Hankerin' Hillbillies: 
 

Ankeny Area Historical Society - wood burning stove 

Paul Ruby - painting the floor 

Thanks to all the many volunteers who helped backstage and with 
concessions. 

 

Out of consideration to the actors and your fellow patrons, please turn off all 
cell telephones, pagers or other audible electronic devices before the show 
begins. 
 

No recording devices or flash photography are allowed during any of our 
productions. 
 

Produced by special arrangement with Pioneer Drama Service, Inc., 
Englewood, Colorado. 



Joyce Allen (Ma Hereford) 
has become a familiar 
name at ACT and has 
proven herself to be a 
reliable and interesting 
actress. After playing in 

ACT's Godspell and It's a Wonderful Life, 
she easily switched to singing and 
drawling into Hillbilly mode. In real life, 
she is a free lance writer, enjoys 
bicycling, aerobics, crafts and has two 
beautiful grandchildren. She works as a 
CMA at Iowa Retina Association. 

 
Kathryn Bisbey (Black 
Widder Perkins) has 
stepped up to a make-
believe role as a mysterious 
"widder" with powers, ala 
hillbilly style. Kathryn 

spends hours singing in her church choir 
and directing the Praise Band. She and 
husband Jim enjoy motorcycling, their 
two cats and three sugar gliders. She is a 
teacher at Cross Train Fitness. 

 
Hayley Blok (Betty 
Hereford) has multiple 
credits on the ACT stage 
including The Phantom 
Tollbooth, Wizard of Oz, Our 
Town and And Then There 

Were None. Between school, dance 
lessons and theater, Hayley enjoys 
drawing and playing the tenor sax. 

 
Sophie Burke (Ensemble) 
is eleven years old and is a 
6th grader at Parkview 
Middle School. She 
appeared in ACT's The 
Phantom Tollbooth. She 

enjoys working with technology and 
swimming. 

Lauren Ceplecha (Liza 
Hereford) is no stranger to 
singing and acting. She has 
been in ACT's Schoolhouse 
Rock Live, Wizard of Oz, and 
now Hankerin' Hillbillies. 

Lauren attends Parkview Middle School 
and has participated in their talent show 
and performed the play, After Hours. 

 
Anne Claes (Saralee Poke) 
is a teacher at heart since 
she teaches kickboxing and 
preschool at the Grime's 
YMCA. At ACT, Anne has 
been in It's a Wonderful Life, 

Our Town, Plaza Suite and Godspell. 
Husband John and daughter Katherine 
round out her life of work, theater and 
family. 

 
Katherine Claes 
(Ensemble) is eleven years 
old and is a 6th grader at 
Summit Middle School in 
Johnson. She is learning 
acting from her parents by 

osmosis. 
 
Ray Danielson (Steve) is a 
newcomer to the ACT 
stage and does it with 
aplomb. He is a 
sophomore at North High 
School and played a Nazi 

youth in a school production. He also 
participated in school choir and 
competed in state speech contest. 



Brad DePrez (Alvin) 
follows in his father Brian's 
footsteps when it comes to 
acting. Previous credits at 
ACT include Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever (as a baby 

angel), It's a Wonderful Life and Wizard of 
Oz. Outside activities for Brad include 
football, basketball, and baseball . 
Hanging out with the guys is a blast for 
Brad. 

 
Troy DeStigter (Silent 
Cyrus Hereford) has done a 
lot of interesting roles. This 
role has no lines to learn 
but Troy is miming his role 
throughout the whole show 

- not an easy task. Troy has played in 
many ACT productions, most 
memorable being Li'l Abner when he 
directed a singing group with a glass 
swizzle stick. His favorite show was 
Rumors. Troy has grown his first beard 
for this show. 

 
Elizabeth Eason 
(Ensemble) is twelve years 
old and is an 8th grader at 
Northview Middle School. 
She first appeared on 
ACT's stage in Schoolhouse 

Rock Live. She has also been in shows at 
CAP in Altoona, at her church and in 
many school productions. 

 
Jennifer Eason (Ensemble) 
is a 4th grader at Terrace 
Elementary and is nine 
years old. She has appeared 
in Willie Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory at CAP. 

 

Monte Engh (Pa Hereford) 
is another ACT "do it all" 
kind of guy, especially if it's 
comedy. Credits include Li'l 
Abner, You Can't Take it 
With You, Wizard of Oz, 

Dearly Departed and Funny Money. Monte 
has been on ACT's Board of Directors 
for two terms. "Keeping it all together is 
Monte's motto at ACT, at his Kum&Go 
workplace and at home when his wife 
Vicki lets him. 

 
Ryan Faux (Ensemble) is 
ten years old and is in 5th 
grade. He was in a hip-hop 
dance recital and volunteers 
at Very Special Arts. He 
likes to sing and bowl. 
 
Jeanne Ginger (Chief 
Slattery) has bragging rights 
for 21 ACT productions. 
Her other stats include 43 
years living in Ankeny and 
30 years service at the local 

high school. She was a long time member 
of ACT's Act II. Jeanne's favorite show 
was Funny Girl when she could sing and 
dance. 

 
Gabby Helmbrecht (Rosie 
Guernsey) attends Parkview 
Middle School and has 
been in their talent show 
and a play called After 
Hours. She is in chorus and 

plays trombone in the band. She has 
been in her church choir and a Christmas 
play. 



Dawn Hockemeyer 
(Dandelion, Mailwoman) 
has made been on the ACT 
Board of Directors. Some 
of her stage time includes 
The Money in Uncle George's 

Suitcase, Don't Drink the Water, and And 
Then There Were None. She is excited to be 
in a play with her daughter, nephew and 
best friend. 

 
Katelyn Hockemeyer 
(Ensemble) is eight years 
old and is a 3rd grader at 
Northwest Elementary.  
She has attended ACT 
summer camps. 
 
Jeff Hyler (Ensemble) is 
eleven years old and is in 
6th grade at Parkview 
Middle School. He was in 
ACT's The Phantom Tollbooth 
last fall, had the lead in two 

plays and was an extra in a South Dakota 
film. 

 
Larry Johnson (Luke 
Guernsey) is not a 
newcomer to ACT. He has 
performed in numerous 
dramas, mysteries and 
musicals - Li'l Abner, King 

and I, and Little Shop of Horrors. He has 
also worked in the light booth. For fun 
he likes to read, ride his bike, and spend 
time with friends. 

 
Breeanna Lindgren 
(Ensemble) is in 5th grade 
and is nine years old. She 
has participated in classes 
at the Des Moines 
Playhouse and sang and 

danced in Schoolhouse Rock. 
 

Katelyn McDevitt 
(Rosemary Bickle) is an all-
around music person. She 
has been in Northview's 
show choir, competed at 
Ankeny's SummerFest Idol 

show, sang at the coffee house. She also 
plays volleyball. 

 
Carson Merical (Ensemble) 
is in 3rd grade and is eight 
years old. He has attended 
ACT's summer camp and 
attends dancing school. He 
participates in piano 

lessons and has placed 2nd in the Iowa 
State Fair harmonica contest. 

 
Kennedy Merical 
(Ensemble) is eleven years 
old and is a 6th grader at 
school. She has attended 
ACT's summer drama 
camps. She loves music 

and plays the piano. She has enjoyed 
playing the fiddle for this show. 

 
Deven Nielsen (Ensemble) 
is a 3rd grader at West-
wood Elementary. She has 
a hard time deciding if she 
likes acting or Hanna 
Montana the best. 
 
Scott Nielsen (Marcus) has 
had acting experience in 
Nebraska when he 
performed in Godspell and 
Arsenic and Old Lace. Since 
coming to Ankeny he has 

been in The Phantom Tollbooth and The 
Long Red Herring. He is employed in the 
insurance industry and enjoys being a 
couch potato during college football 
season. 



Emily Polson (Freida 
Hereford) is the all-round 
singer, dancer and actress. 
She has performed in Peter 
and the Wolf and several 
other church musicals. Her 

first ACT show was The Phantom 
Tollbooth. Emily also likes to read and 
cook. 

 
Ethan Polson (Matt) enjoys 
acting and art. He has been 
in Pride and Prejudice, and 
The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe  at the Network, a 
home school coop that 

offers drama and Souled Out, a ministry at 
Grace Church in Des Moines. 

 
Julia Polson (Ensemble) is 
nine years old and a 4th 
grader. She has performed 
in Peter Pan for the Iowa 
Dance Theatre, at dance 
recitals and church 

productions. 
 
Bud Pratt (Zeke Guernsey) 
has been in numerous ACT 
productions. One of Bud's 
favorite roles was Flo 
Ziegfeld in Funny Girl. Bud 
and his wife Hazel were in 

ACT's first production of Sound of Music 
25 years ago. They are now living in an 
Urbandale retirement complex where 
Bud is still performing. 

 

Emmi Primrose (Maisey 
Hagan) is a newcomer to 
ACT. Her dramatic 
experience began with The 
Best Christmas Pageant Ever 
at the Des Moines 

Playhouse. She loves school and hanging 
out with her friends. 

Megan Primrose 
(Ensemble) is a 3rd grader 
at Westwood and is eight 
years old. She participates 
in gymnastics, likes music 
and is involved in Girl 

Scouts. 

 

Gillian Randall (Jeanie 
Guernsey) has acted at the 
Ingersoll Dinner Theatre in 
the shows Winnie the Pooh, 
Peter Pan, and The Christmas 
Tale. She is a member of 

the Capitol Ice Academy and is an 
accomplished figure skater. 

 

Casey Reppe (Parsley 
Bickle) is a housewife who 
has always wanted to act 
but never got around to it 
until her son and good 
friend Dawn convinced her 

that she needed to try out. Her hobbies 
are bike riding, sewing and going out 
with the "bag ladies". 

 

Darby Rourick (Pug 
Guernsey) recently acted in 
The Money in Uncle George's 
Suitcase and The Phantom 
Tollbooth at ACT. She 
attends Northview Middle 

School and has been active in show 
choir and school plays. She competes in 
cross country and enjoys reading and 
writing. 



Shelly Saforek (Charley) 
has acted in Anything Goes 
and Calamity Jane. Her first 
ACT show was last 
season's Murder Takes the 
Stage. She works as a youth 

director at the local Methodist Church. 
She enjoys playing softball. 

 

Harold Mosier (Director) 
has been involved in all 
aspects of theater but says 
he prefers directing. 
Harold's favorite shows, 
after the current one, are 

last season's The Money In Uncle George's 
Suitcase by Pat Cook and his 2007 Iowa 
Fringe Festival entry The Oldest Profession 
by Paula Vogel. Harold would like to 
thank ACT for this opportunity, the cast 
and crew for their efforts and mostly, 
you, the audience for your support. 

 

 

 

 

Jo Reid (Music Director 
and Choreographer) has a 
large heart and a giant 
passion for theater. Jo has 
directed shows for ACT, 
acted, worked backstage, 

served on the Board of Directors, and 
painted sets. You name it - she's done it 
and is still going strong. She also has a 
passion for Jerry Leigh and their six 
(almost 7) grandchildren. Thanks to Jo 
for her continued creative talent. 

 

Grace Leverenz (Producer) 
has learned never to say 
never. After announcing 
retirement multiple times, 
she is always ready to pitch 
in at ACT - her home away 

from home. She and Jo have worked 
together since ACT's l986 Guys and Dolls. 
They have done mysteries, musicals, 
dramas, comedies, and now hillbilly 
humor. She considers theater work a 
great way to have fun and to enjoy the 
final product. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
1932 SW 3rd Street 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 122, Ankeny, Iowa  50021 
Phone:  515-964-5007 

Website:  www.ankenycommunitytheatre.com 
Email:  information@ankenycommunitytheatre.com 

Tickets:  tickets@ankenycommuniytheatre.com 



2008 - 2009 Contributors 

2008 - 2009 Corporate Friends 
Central Service & Supply 

Courtyard by Marriot 

Artistõs Circle ($40) 

Marcia Blanshan 
Carolyn Bauer 
Bettie Hampton 

Becky Herring 
Truly Judisch 
Aaron Price 

Carrol Rolow 

Patronõs Circle ($50 - $74) 

Dorothy Blewer 
Bob & Leona Carlson 
Loanne Dodge 
John & Shirley Gilmore 

Ordean & Elizabeth Johnson 
Grace Leverenz 
Abby Ostrem 
Ruth Politsch 

Bud & Hazel Pratt 
Louise Vander Linden 
Dorothy Wyant 

Directorõs Circle ($75 - $249) 

Jim & Sharon Anderson 
Doug & Lynn Arterburn 
Orville & Bonnie Ballard 
Aaron Beckerman 
Don & Shelley Blok 
Aldo & Donna Bulgarelli 
Dick & Ellen Crowe 
Troy DeStigter 
Bob & Mary Jo Frazier 
Ed & Joan Gibson 
Bev Heldt 
Greg & Dawn Hockemeyer 

Jeff & Susan Jacobson 
Lory & Mary Johnson 
Ken & Donna Kelling 
Jan Kerrigan 
Bob & Leighann LaRocca 
Gail Sheridan-Lucht 
Jay & Margaret Munson 
Scott & Brandi Nielsen 
Larry & Mary Overton 
Keith & Karen Pederson 
Al & Jan Price 
Kathy Polson 

LaVerne & Janice Quass 
Steve & Georgene Raver* 
Kirk Reeder & Sharon Hall 
Shawn & Chris Rourick 
Rhonda Snyder 
Polly Taylor 
Vikki Ver Huel 
Creston & Evelyn Vos* 
Janet Wilson 
Sandra Zimmerman 
Don & Carolyn Zuck 

Producerõs Circle ($250 - $499) 

Gerald Bair 
John & Anne Claes 
Monte & Vicki Engh 

Jeanne Ginger 
Monica Green 
Evelyn Rigby 

Roger & Sandra Spahr 
Arlyn & Connie Weieneth 
Richard & Patricia Wilson 

Angelõs Circle ($500+) 

Glenn & Vi DeStigter 

Al & Sue Ites 

Jerry & Jo Reid 

Juanita Rogers 

Pete Starks 

Deloris Van Oort 

2008 - 2009 Friends of  ACT 
Federal Home Loan Bank of Des Moines and Wellmark have generously contributed 
through their employee matching gift program.  * Indicates this gift was matched by an 
employee matching program. 

 

Ankeny Community Theatre would like to thank all of our anonymous donors whose gifts 



GREAT GIFT IDEA  
Looking for the right gift for that special person in your life who already has every-
thing they need? Why not make a contribution to ACT in the name of that special 
person! What a great way to recognize birthdays, anniversaries or other special 
events. Just mail a check to Ankeny Community Theatre, Box 122, Ankeny, Iowa 
50021. 

 

ACT NEEDS YOU! 
ACT depends on the citizens of Ankeny and the surrounding communities to keep 
the theater operational. Each volunteer is a valuable asset to the theater. Time com-
mitments can be large or small. Volunteer possibilities include but are not limited 
to: 

Costuming 

Set building 

Make-up 

Concessions  

Committee work 
 

You may also support the theater by purchasing season tickets or a membership. 
Check out the opportunities by picking up volunteer forms or season tickets and 
membership forms from the box office or visit our website. You may also call the 
theater and the volunteer coordinator will return your call. Make new friends, have 
fun with old friends, and know the satisfaction of being part of live theater. 

 

MATCHING FUNDS  
Several companies have volunteer programs in place where the employer will match 
the amount of money that an employee donates to nonprofit organizations. Several 
also have programs where they match hours an employee has volunteered with a 
dollar contribution. Pioneer, Meredith, Federal Home Loan Bank and MidAmerican 
Energy are just some of the companies that have provided such funding to ACT 
based on employees contributing and working with ACT. Please check with your 
employer to see if you could be taking advantage of these programs and help secure 
ACT financing. 

 

EMAIL NOTIFICATION  
If you would like to receive information about ACT such as newsletters, audition 
information, childrenõs activities and show reminders, please go to our website to 
sign up for email notification. Help us cut down on our mailing costs while keeping 
yourself informed of the most current events at ACT. If you are already signed up, 
please keep us updated on any email address changes so we may continue to send 
you email notifications. 



 

 

Ankenyõs Finest 
Selection and Service for 

Wine, Liquor, Beer, and Cigars 

10% OFF your next purchase 

1802 SE Delaware, #112 
964-0074 

Hours:  Mon.-Wed.  10am-8pm    Thurs-Sat.  10am-10pm    Sun.  Noon-5pm 

In the Delaware Center across from Kohlõs 

Over 1000 wines, 350 beers, full liquor 

selection, and walk-in humidor 

 





EcoChoice Flooring is a Collection  
of Earth-Friendly Flooring 

Only Available at Heartland Floors 

INTERIOR DESIGN   
SERVICES NOW AVAILABLE 

 

 
Ankenyõs Favorite 

613 S. Ankeny Blvd   Ankeny  
 

 
965-8500 
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Godwin Dri prime Pumps 

Pumps In Stock for sale or rental for dewatering, 

Sewer bypass or wellpoint. 

1-800-247-2400 


